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The GRP for the Kimberley is estimated at  $3.39 billion,
which represents 1.1% of the estimated Gross State
Product ($316.23B)

G R O S S  R E G I O N A L  P R O D U C T

The region is starting to recover towards a total 15,084
jobs, with our top 5 industries responsible for over 50% of
all employment, and showing we are a diversified economy
with a strong service base. Labour intensive industries such
as tourism will be key to achieving WA regional prosperity.
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Sources: National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NEIRD) 2021;  ABS Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits June

21; Pre-COVID. Australian Bureau of Statistics Catalogue 8165.0 Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits June 2015 to June 2020

(Latest); REMPLAN 2020 Release 1; Small Area Labour Markets - June quarter 2021; WA Regional Price Index 2019; Department of Mines, Industry

Regulation and Safety, Mining, spatial and regional profile 2018-2019; Clean Energy Regulator. 

Kimberley Aboriginal people have enormous economic potential,
with over 91% of the region covered by Native Title claims or
determinations and significant upside potential in jobs, economic
contribution and social outcomes. 
With 50% of its total population of 36,014 people being Aboriginal,
closing the gap between the WA State average employment and
Kimberley Aboriginal employment requires  the creation of extra
jobs and opportunities in the region. 

O U R  A B O R I G I N A L  P E O P L E

The Kimberley experienced an increase of nearly 1% in the
number of businesses in comparison with previous years (pre-
COVID). When adjusted for population, our number of
businesses per 100 people is above that of larger regions,
such as Pilbara and Peel. The sector with the highest number
of businesses is Construction, followed by Real Estate
services and Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing. 
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Our residents live and work in
the region, stimulating and
empowering small to medium
business enterprises (SMEs). 

of all businesses

Mining is the industry generating the third
highest output in the Kimberley region ($558m),
following Construction ($694m) and Tourism
($563.1m). The current sales generated by the
Kimberley in the mining sector ($432m)
account for nearly 0.3% of the State gross
mining value ($145b), where diamonds, gems
and precious stones account for over 50% of
production. 
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The Kimberley is currently the only region in WA
operating under the Emissions Reduction Fund
(ERF) for savannah burning projects, which
presents a win-win opportunity for Kimberley
Aboriginal people. It is estimated that over $1m in
Australia Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) has been
generated and an estimated $10M has flowed
back to the region as a result. 
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